
General MLA Guidelines (from Purdue University, 2009 MLA Updates included) 

• standard, white 8.5 x 11-inch paper.  
• Double-space the text of your paper,  
• Times New Roman, 12 point font or Courier 
• One inch margins all around 
• Indent the first line of paragraphs one half-inch from the left margin 
• Create a header that numbers all pages consecutively in the upper right-hand corner, one-half inch from the top and flush with the right 

margin.  

Formatting the First Page of Your Paper 

• Do not make a title page for your paper unless specifically requested.  
• In the upper left-hand corner of the first page, list your name, your instructor's name, the course, and the date. Again, be sure to use 

double-spaced text.  
• Center the title. Do not underline, italicize, or place your title in quotation marks; write the title in Title Case (standard capitalization), not 

in all capital letters.  
• Use quotation marks and/or italics when referring to other works in your title, just as you would in your text: Fear and Loathing in Las 

Vegas as Morality Play; Human Weariness in "After Apple Picking"  
• Double space between the title and the first line of the text.  
• Create a header in the upper right-hand corner that includes your last name, followed by a space with a page number; number all pages 

consecutively with Arabic numerals (1, 2, 3, 4, etc.), one-half inch from the top and flush with the right margin. (Note: Your instructor or 
other readers may ask that you omit last name/page number header on your first page. Always follow instructor guidelines.)  

Works Cited Page MLA Instructions 

Basic Rules 

• Begin your Works Cited page on a separate page at the end of your research paper. It should have the same one-inch margins and last 
name, page number header as the rest of your paper.  

• Label the page Works Cited (do not italicize the words Works Cited or put them in quotation marks) and center the words Works Cited at 
the top of the page.  

• Double space all citations, but do not skip spaces between entries.  
• Indent the second and subsequent lines of citations five spaces so that you create a hanging indent.  
• List page numbers of sources efficiently, when needed. If you refer to a journal article that appeared on pages 225 through 250, list the 

page numbers on your Works Cited page as 225-50.  

Additional Basic Rules New to MLA 2009 

• For every entry, you must determine the Medium of Publication. Most entries will likely be listed as Print or Web sources, but other 
possibilities may include Film, CD-ROM, or DVD.  

• Writers are no longer required to provide URLs for Web entries. However, if your instructor or publisher insists on them, include them in 
angle brackets after the entry and end with a period. For long URLs, break lines only at slashes.  

• If you're citing an article or a publication that was originally issued in print form but that you retrieved from an online database, you should 
type the online database name in italics. You do not need to provide subscription information in addition to the database name.  

Capitalization and Punctuation 

• Capitalize each word in the titles of articles, books, etc, but do not capitalize articles, short prepositions, or conjunctions unless one is the 
first word of the title or subtitle: Gone with the Wind, The Art of War, There Is Nothing Left to Lose.  

• New to MLA 2009: Use italics (instead of underlining) for titles of larger works (books, magazines) and quotation marks for titles of 
shorter works (poems, articles). 

 



Here is a sample of the first page of a paper in MLA style: 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Basic Citations 
 

Basic Format for a book with one author: 

Lastname, Firstname. Title of Book. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication. Medium of 

Publication. 

Gleick, James. Chaos: Making a New Science. New York: Penguin, 1987. Print. 

Book with No Author 

Encyclopedia of Indiana. New York: Somerset, 1993. Print. 

A Translated Book 

Foucault, Michel. Madness and Civilization: A History of Insanity in the Age of Reason. Trans. Richard 

Howard. New York: Vintage-Random House, 1988. Print. 

A Work in an Anthology, Reference, or Collection 

Lastname, First name. "Title of Essay." Title of Collection. Ed. Editor's Name(s). Place of 

Publication: Publisher, Year. Page range of entry. Medium of Publication. 

Harris, Muriel. "Talk to Me: Engaging Reluctant Writers." A Tutor's Guide: Helping Writers One to One. 

Ed. Ben Rafoth. Portsmouth, NH: Heinemann, 2000. 24-34. Print. 

Poem or Short Story Examples: 

Burns, Robert. "Red, Red Rose." 100 Best-Loved Poems. Ed. Philip Smith. New York: Dover, 1995. 26. 

Print. 

Article in a Reference Book (e.g. Encyclopedias, Dictionaries) 

"Ideology." The American Heritage Dictionary. 3rd ed. 1997. Print. 

A Page on a Web Site 

"How to Make Vegetarian Chili." eHow.com. eHow, n.d. Web. 24 Feb. 2009. 

 

 



Citing an Entire Web Site 

Editor, author, or compiler name (if available). Name of Site. Version number. Name of 

institution/organization affiliated with the site (sponsor or publisher), date of resource creation 

(if available). Medium of publication. Date of access. 

The Purdue OWL Family of Sites. The Writing Lab and OWL at Purdue and Purdue U, 2008. Web. 23 April 

2008. 

An Article in a Web Magazine 

Bernstein, Mark. "10 Tips on Writing the Living Web." A List Apart: For People Who Make Websites. A 

List Apart Mag., 16 Aug. 2002. Web. 4 May 2009. 

An Article from an Online Database (or Other Electronic Subscription Service) 

Junge, Wolfgang, and Nathan Nelson. “Nature's Rotary Electromotors.” Science 29 Apr. 2005: 642-44. 

Science Online. Web. 5 Mar. 2009. 

Langhamer, Claire. “Love and Courtship in Mid-Twentieth-Century England.” Historical Journal 50.1 

(2007): 173-96. ProQuest. Web. 27 May 2009. 

E-mail (including E-mail Interviews) 

Kunka, Andrew. "Re: Modernist Literature." Message to the author. 15 Nov. 2000. E-mail. 

Neyhart, David. "Re: Online Tutoring." Message to Joe Barbato. 1 Dec. 2000. E-mail. 

A Listserve, Discussion Group, or Blog Posting 

Editor, screen name, author, or compiler name (if available). “Posting Title.” Name of Site. Version 

number (if available). Name of institution/organization affiliated with the site (sponsor or 

publisher). Medium of publication. Date of access. 

Personal Interviews 

Purdue, Pete. Personal interview. 1 Dec. 2000. 

Films or Movies 

The Usual Suspects. Dir. Bryan Singer. Perf. Kevin Spacey, Gabriel Byrne, Chazz Palminteri, Stephen 

Baldwin, and Benecio del Toro. Polygram, 1995. Film. 



In Text Citations 

 

In-Text Citations: Author-Page Style 

MLA format follows the author-page method of in-text citation. This means that the author's last name and the page 
number(s) from which the quotation or paraphrase is taken must appear in the text, and a complete reference should 
appear on your Works Cited page. The author's name may appear either in the sentence itself or in parentheses 
following the quotation or paraphrase, but the page number(s) should always appear in the parentheses, not in the 
text of your sentence. For example: 

Wordsworth stated that Romantic poetry was marked by a "spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings" 

(263). Romantic poetry is characterized by the "spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings" 

(Wordsworth 263). Wordsworth extensively explored the role of emotion in the creative process 

(263). 

In-text Citations for Print Sources with Known Author 

For Print sources like books, magazines, scholarly journal articles, and newspapers, provide a signal word or phrase 
(usually the author’s last name) and a page number. If you provide the signal word/phrase in the sentence, you do 
not need to include it in the parenthetical citation. 

Human beings have been described by Kenneth Burke as "symbol-using animals" (3). Human beings have 

been described as "symbol-using animals" (Burke 3). 

Citing the Bible 

In your first parenthetical citation, you want to make clear which Bible you're using (and underline or italicize the 
title), as each version varies in its translation, followed by book (do not italicize or underline), chapter and verse. For 
example: 

Ezekiel saw "what seemed to be four living creatures," each with faces of a man, a lion, an ox, and 

an eagle (New Jerusalem Bible, Ezek. 1.5-10). 

Citing Indirect Sources 

Sometimes you may have to use an indirect source. An indirect source is a source cited in another source. For such 
indirect quotations, use "qtd. in" to indicate the source you actually consulted. For example: 

Ravitch argues that high schools are pressured to act as "social service centers, and they don't do 

that well" (qtd. in Weisman 259). 



Electronic Sources 

One online film critic stated that Fitzcarraldo is "...a beautiful and terrifying critique of 

obsession and colonialism" (Garcia, “Herzog: a Life”). 

The Purdue OWL is accessed by millions of users every year. Its “MLA Formatting and Style Guide” is 

one of the most popular resources (Stolley et al.). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


