
 “Romeo and Juliet” Act II Homework 
 
Act II: 
1. The “balcony scene” (Scene 2) is the most famous love scene in the history of the theater.  

What lines spoken by Romeo or by Juliet do you think are most important, interesting, or 
beautiful? 

2. What different feelings do Romeo and Juliet express in the balcony scene?  Which 
character speaks more cautiously about love, and why? 

3. Though Act II is a happy act, Shakespeare at times reminds us of the threatening 
background.  He does this by foreshadowing.  Point out lines that foreshadow possible 
trouble ahead. 

4. The nurse is on e of Shakespeare’s great comic characters.  Do you think the nurse is a 
principled character, a person with a strong sense of right and wrong?  Or does she seem 
to be easily corrupted, someone who will do whatever people want her to do?  Find 
passages so support your answer. 

5. The friar agrees to marry Romeo and Juliet because he wants them to be happy, but he 
also has another motive.  What is that motive? 

6. When the audience knows something that a character does not know, we feel dramatic 
irony.  Since we know how the play will end (the Prologue has told us), we feel this irony 
when we hear the friar’s motives.  What other moments of dramatic irony did you feel in 
this act? 

7. So far, how do you feel about Friar Laurence’s schemes?  What else might he have done 
to help Romeo and Juliet? 

8. Does Mercutio’s teasing of Romeo remind you of the way friends today tease one 
another?  Do the groups of teenagers in this play (some of them looking for trouble) 
remind you in any way of the gangs that form today? 

9. Romeo’s and Juliet’s families hate each other, for reasons that we aren’t told about.  
What parallels can you think of from real life – what real-life Romeos and Juliets are 
living in the world today? 

10. What plans do Romeo and Juliet make in Scene 2? 
11. What fault does Friar Laurence find in Romeo in Scene 3? 
12. We hear in Scene 4 that Tybalt is looking for Romeo.  Why does he want Romeo? 
13. How does Mercutio feel about Tybalt? 
14. What part does the nurse play in Romeo and Juliet’s schemes? 

 


