
Dog Day Afternoon Essay Prompts 
 

• Dog Day Afternoon focuses on many themes such as sexuality, government 
disillusionment, anti-establishment, effects of war, etc.).  Choose one of these 
themes and construct an insightful essay that includes three strong points of 
interest. 

 
• In the 1970’s there was a sense of hopelessness brought about by the war, 

poverty, struggling civil rights, concern for the environment, etc.  Focus on this 
theme of hopelessness and explain how it surfaces itself in the film Dog Day 
Afternoon. 


