
     On the Waterfront Prompts 
 

• What symbols are used in the film On the Waterfront and what do they represent?  
You need three symbols and be specific when citing your defense.  Create one 
unifying element. 

 
• An anti-hero is someone who rises from a troubled or sorted existence but ends up 

doing the right thing.  What are the attributes of Terry Malloy’s character that 
make him an anti-hero? 

 
• How do other characters in the story influence Terry’s decisions and make him a 

better person? 
 

• How is the film On the Waterfront an allegory for the McCarthy witch-hunt? 


